Cervical paraganglioma with intranuclear vacuoles in a fine needle aspirate.
In a 56-year-old man who presented with a cervical mass, a fine needle aspiration specimen was suggestive of a papillary thyroid adenocarcinoma because of the presence of prominent intranuclear vacuoles in rare cells. Operation and subsequent examination of the mass removed from the bifurcation of the carotid artery clearly identified a paraganglioma. This case emphasizes the following points: aspirates of cervical paragangliomas are difficult to interpret, especially when scanty; intranuclear vacuoles are found in cells of a variety of cervical lesions, including paragangliomas, and should not in themselves define the diagnosis of papillary thyroid adenocarcinoma; and aspiration of cervical paragangliomas is probably contraindicated (but may be done unwittingly from time to time).